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POLI 2060—Introduction to Political Theory

Course Description: This is a General Education course. Basic concepts of analysis of
normative and empirical political thought.

Textbooks and Other Materials

ODL is not responsible for student purchases that result in the receipt of the wrong materials. It
is the responsibility of the student to order the correct textbook materials. Courses are written
to specific textbook editions; edition substitutions are not allowed.

Though many of these titles are in the public domain and are available in many editions and
formats, the versions listed below are the editions meant to accompany the course lectures.
They are all available for purchase through Amazon and other online vendors.

Textbooks:

H.G. Wells. The Country of the Blind. Dover Publications, 2011.
ISBN-10: 0486482898
ISBN-13: 978-0486482897

Leo Strauss. What Is Political Philosophy? And Other Studies. The University of Chicago Press,
1988.
ISBN-10: 0226777138
ISBN-13: 978-0226777139

Tom and Grace West, trans. Four Texts on Socrates: Plato's Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito and
Aristophanes’ Clouds. Cornell University Press, 1998.

ISBN-10: 0801485746

ISBN-13: 978-0801485749
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Richard McKeon. The Basic Works of Aristotle. Modern Library, 2001.
ISBN-10: 0375757996
ISBN-13: 978-0375757990

Harvey Mansfield, trans. The Prince. University of Chicago Press, 1998.
ISBN-10: 0226500446
ISBN-13: 978-0226500447

Thomas Hobbes. Leviathan. Hackett Publishing Company, 1994.
ISBN-10: 0872201775
ISBN-13: 978-0872201774

John Locke. The Second Treatise of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration. Dover
Publications, 2002.

ISBN-10: 0486424642

ISBN-13: 978-0486424644

George W. Carey and James McClellan. The Federalist: Gideon Edition. Second
ed. Liberty Fund, 2001.
ISBN-10: 0865972893
ISBN-13: 978-0865972896

John Stuart Mill. On Liberty. Dover Publications, 2002.
ISBN-10: 0486421309
ISBN-13: 978-0486421308

Friedrich Nietzsche. Beyond Good and Evil. Vintage, 1989.
ISBN-10: 0679724656
ISBN-13: 978-0679724650

Maurice Walsh. The Long Discourses of the Buddha: A Translation of the Digha Nikaya (The
Teachings of the Buddha). Wisdom Publications, 1995.
ISBN-10: 0861711033
ISBN-13: 978-0861711031

Ordering Information
Please review the following tips for ordering your course materials:

1. Do not purchase your textbooks until your enrollment is approved. During the
processing period, a new section may be opened that could require a different
textbook or edition.

2. Always order by the ISBN. Publishers and vendors often offer the same textbook title
under different ISBNs. You must have the correct ISBN to access your online website.
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3.

If you are having problems locating a textbook, contact us at
Answers@outreach.Isu.edu for assistance.

Other Materials and Resources

Software: Microsoft Word, Web Browser, Adobe Flash Player, Adobe Shockwave Player,
Adobe Acrobat Reader

It is recommended that you use Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome as your web
browser. Internet Explorer is not compatible with your Moodle course site.

Adobe Flash and Adobe Shockwave player are required for online testing. Adobe
Acrobat Reader is required to view PDF document files.

Hardware: Web cam with a microphone (built-in or external), headphones or working speakers,
and high speed internet

Proctored exams are completed online and require the hardware listed above. Students
are encouraged to review the technical requirements provided on the ProctorU website
and to perform a test on their equipment prior to enrolling in this course to make sure
they have the necessary resources available. There is a separate charge for each
proctored exam.

Technical Requirements: http://www.proctoru.com/tech.php

Equipment Test: http://www.proctoru.com/testitout/

Nature and Purpose of the Course

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students are expected to be able to:

1.

Identify and discuss the philosophic ideas and concepts that serve as the foundations
of the study of the history of political thought.

Explain the basic approaches and beliefs of the various philosophers who formed the
Western tradition of political thought.

Identify the problems that are addressed by the great thinkers of the tradition of
political philosophy and how they connect across time and place.
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This course provides an introduction to some of the basic problems of political life as
examined in the great works of political philosophy. In particular, we will draw our focus to
the problem which began the entire project of political philosophy over 2000 years ago, the
relationship of the philosopher and the city. If humanity’s highest goal is to discover truth,
what happens when the questions we ask and the truths we discover endanger the very fabric
that holds society together? In the attempt to distill the tensions found in this relationship, we
will read primary texts written by the great thinkers of antiquity and modernity in hopes of
understanding them as they understood themselves.

This is a general education course and as such students will demonstrate an understanding of
the informing factors of global interdependence, including economic forces, political
dynamics, and cultural and linguistic difference and demonstrate an understanding of
historical, cultural, and philosophical complexity which supports sophisticated discourse.

Working with the Course Materials

Remember, this course covers an entire semester of work or the equivalent of a classroom
course lasting 15 weeks. That means that each module in this course equals nearly a week of
course work and will require the same time and effort on your part. Do not expect to complete
each module in a single study session. Understand, too, that if you choose to submit assignments
at a very high pace, your instructor may not be able to grade your work at the same rate.

Each module contains information, activities, and assignments organized under a consistent
series of headings. Get familiar with how the module is organized. Each module in this course
is organized into the following sections: the Module Learning Objectives, the Reading
Assignments, Lecture Notes for each Module, Thought Questions within the Lecture Notes, and
the graded Module Assignment. You should work through these parts of the module in

order. Specific recommendations are provided in a link to the course module instructions,
which you should review before beginning the first module.

This course does not have a conventional textbook. Instead, your readings will consist of a
number of smaller texts published throughout the history of political theory. Any readings
which do not come from the required books will be provided for you electronically within each
module. In order to help facilitate your understanding of these readings, a set of informal
lecture-style notes will be provided for you in each module as well. Please do not assume that
these lectures will be sufficient for your understanding of the course and the material. They are
meant not as a primary vehicle for learning, but instead as a way to help explain and
contextualize what else you have been assigned to read.

Finally, some modules will contain a few visual aids to help demonstrate points from the
readings/lecture. These will be referenced by name in the lecture for any module where they
may be found and will be available on the Moodle page with the rest of the module materials.

Suggested Study Techniques
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1. Carefully review the module objectives to help you focus on the information that will
be covered on the exams.

2. Concentrate on the reading assignments, the module lecture material, and any
additional resources provided. This review should include a detailed examination of
any illustrative problems and examples. After an assignment has been completed, a
rapid re-reading of the related text and other materials is strongly recommended.

3. Put yourself on a definite schedule. Set aside a certain block of hours per day or week
for this course and work in a place where distractions are minimal.

4. Try to submit one assignment each week or at least every two weeks. Delays in
submitting assignments usually result in lagging interest and the inability to complete
the course.

5. Review your module assignments after they have been graded, paying special
attention to any instructor feedback provided. (We suggest that you wait for
assignment feedback before you submit subsequent assignments.)

6. Regardless of how you complete your graded assignments, keep in mind that module
completion should not be your sole preparation for your exams. As with any college
course, you should study for your exams.

Reading Assignments

To do well in this course, it is essential that you read and study all the course materials that
precede the module assignment. Do not begin the module assignment until you have done so.

In this course, we will be reading the classic texts of the tradition of political philosophy. Since
this course is a historical survey which covers over 2000 years of thought, we will be reading a
number of smaller selections from a wide number of writers. By doing so, we will be able to
discover the narrative thread which runs throughout the entire history of political thought.
Though we are reading texts which were written thousands of years and continents apart,
reading through these texts shares a story wherein thinkers who never met one another are
nonetheless having a conversation. By carefully reading these same texts and addressing the
same questions, we are able to take part in the conversation as well.

Because this course is both a survey of philosophic texts and on-line based, it will be reading
intensive. You will read an average of 90-100 pages per module. Specific reading assignments
will be given in each module.

Topic Outline

Module Topic

01 Introduction to Political Theory

02 What Is Political Philosophy? And The Art of Reading
03 Plato’s Apology and the Origins of Political Philosophy
04 Plato's Crito
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05 Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics
06 Aristotle’s Politics—Part 1
07 Aristotle’s Politics—Part 2

Mid-Course Examination

08 Machiavelli's The Prince

09 Thomas Hobbes's Leviathan

10 John Locke’s The Second Treatise of Government
11 The Federalist

12 John Stuart Mill's On Liberty
13 Friederich Nietzsche's Beyond Good and Evil
14 Outside the Western Tradition—Buddhist Political Thought

Final Examination

Module Assignments

After completing the required reading for each module, you will be given a written
assignment. These assignments will be in the form of short, essay-style questions, and there
will typically be two to three questions per a module. For each assignment question you will be
expected to write a double-spaced two- to three-page essay. Successful essays will not merely
recite the information from the readings and lecture notes, but demonstrate an ability to
explain the importance of this information and to synthesize this information with the material
that has been covered in prior sections of the course. A simple recitation of facts will not be
considered sufficient for a well-written essay.

Each assignment will be worth 10 points toward your final grade. While each individual
assignment may not seem valuable toward your overall course grade, a passing grade will be
difficult to obtain without satisfactory effort on the module assignments.

You will be permitted to use your books and any assigned readings (including the lecture
notes) in aiding your responses. Since your assignments require you to discuss topics and
ideas from so many sources, all assignments will be scanned for originality and plagiarism by
Turnitin upon being submitted to Moodle. Because of this, any information that comes from
your course materials should be appropriately cited. Citation style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.) is
not important. I am only concerned that I can find where you got your information from, to
confirm both its accuracy and context. Outside sources should be avoided whenever possible.
Should you wish to introduce an outside source, please ensure that you clearly and accurately
cite the information. Any sources cited incorrectly, or not cited at all, will be detected by
Turnltln and points will be deducted from your total assignment grade as a result.
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Please prepare all modules assignments in MS Word.

You will only have one opportunity to submit module assignments, so be careful when you do
so. Study the assigned readings, lecture notes, and any miscellany in each module before you
begin to prepare the module assignments. When uploading assignments to Moodle, please
use the following naming convention when saving your files:

CourseNumber_Version_Section_LastName_FirstName_ModuleNumber
(Example POLI2060_1.2_1_jones_sam_MO01)

You should submit each module assignment as soon as it is completed. Some courses have
restrictions that require that a grade be received before you can submit additional
assignments. Specific information on assignment submission is included in the Module
Instructions. Please be sure to follow these instructions.

You must have a grade posted in the Moodle grade book for the Module 14 Assignment in order
to unlock access to the Final Exam. Please allow at least seven days for the final assignment
grade to be posted in the gradebook.

Once you submit an assignment, you cannot revise it, so be sure to check your work. Your
instructor will normally post a grade for your assignment within seven calendar days.
Understand that occasional delays will occur, such as during holidays and semester breaks or if
you submit several module assignments within the same week. You must have been enrolled in
the course for at least three weeks, regardless of when the modules and other exams are
completed.

Do not rely exclusively on your textbook or other resource material when preparing your
assignments. If you do, you may not realize until exam time that the perfect response you
prepared for an assignment was only possible because you referred to resource material
without really learning or understanding the material and concepts. Therefore, you should
attempt each assignment without referring to the resource material, and if you find it necessary
to look up an answer, be sure you have actually learned the concept and material rather than
merely reflecting it in the answer.

Academic Integrity

Students in Online Distance Learning (ODL) courses must comply with the LSU Code of Student
Conduct. Suspected violations of the academic integrity policy may be referred to LSU Student
Advocacy & Accountability (SAA), a unit of the Dean of Students. If found responsible of a
violation, you will then be subject to whatever penalty SAA determines and will forfeit all
course tuition and fees.

Plagiarism
Students are responsible for completing and submitting their own course work and preparing
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their own modules. All work submitted in the course modules must be the student’s own work
unless outside work is appropriate to the assignment; all outside material must be properly
acknowledged. It is also unacceptable to copy directly from your textbook or to use published
answer keys or the teacher's edition of a textbook.

Collaboration

Unauthorized collaboration constitutes plagiarism. Collaborative efforts that extend beyond
the limits approved by the instructor are violations of the academic integrity policy. Students
who study together are expected to prepare and write their own individual work for
submission and grading.

For more information and links to the LSU Code of Student Conduct and the SAA website, go to
the ODL Academic Integrity policy on our website.

Examinations and Grading Policy

Exams

There will be two exams given in this course: a mid-course exam following Module 07 and a
cumulative final exam following Module 14.

These exams will be essay based. They will consist of four essay questions related to the
material covered in the modules which precede them. The mid-course exam will cover material
from Modules 01-07. The final exam will consist of two questions in relation to Modules 08-14
and two broad questions in relation to the larger themes of the course. Given the nature of the
material, you are free (and in fact encouraged) to draw on material from throughout the
course in all instances. Exam questions will be similar in style to those found in the module
assignments. However, you will be expected to expand, explain, and draw connections
between material to a greater degree when answering exam questions. For each question in
the exam, you will be expected to write an essay of three to four pages. As with the module
assignments, successful exam answers will not only recite the information from the readings
and lecture notes, but demonstrate an ability to explain the importance of this information
and to synthesize this information with the material that has been covered in prior modules of
the course. A simple recitation of facts will not be considered sufficient for a well-written essay.
Both the mid-term and the final exam will be closed-book.

You will have a maximum of three hours to complete the exam.
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Grading Policy
Your course grade is computed as follows:

¢ Module assignments count 10 points each.
e Exams are 100 points each.

YOU MUST PASS THE FINAL EXAMINATION
IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE.

If you pass the final exam, the course grade = total points earned out of 340.

The following grading scale applies:
97%-100% = A+
93%-96% = A
90%-92% = A-
87%-89% = B+
83%—-86% = B
80%—-82% = B-
77%-79% = C+
73%-76% = C
70%-72% = C-
67%69% = D+
63%—66% = D
60%—62% = D-
0%-59% = F

IMPORTANT: The final exam cannot be taken until you meet the following requirements.
Under no circumstances may the final exam be taken earlier.

1. You must have been enrolled in the course for at least three weeks, regardless of when
the modules and other exams are completed.

2. You must have a grade posted in the Moodle grade book for the Module 14 Assignment
in order to unlock access to the Final Exam. Please allow at least 7 days for the final
assignment grade to be posted in the gradebook.

To read the full exam policy and other policy statements, visit
http://www.outreach.lsu.edu/Distance-Learning/Online-Distance-Learning/Guidelines-
Policies/Policies/Academic-Integrity. Go to Continuing Education’s homepage. Click on
Extended Campus, select Online Distance Learning, and then click the link for Guidelines and
Policies.
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Taking Your Examinations

You are required to create a Louisiana State University ODL ProctorU account and to take your
examinations through ProctorU, a remote proctoring service that allows you to take exams
anywhere with internet access (some restrictions apply). Information on creating your ProctorU
account can be found in the Getting Started module. You cannot use an account created
through another university, so if you already have an account, you will still need to create an
account associated with LSU Online Distance Learning (ODL).

The ProctorU website provides links you can use to find out how ProctorU works and to check
your computer to see that it meets the technical requirements. In addition, to test using
ProctorU, you need access to a web cam with a microphone (built-in or external), headphones
or working speakers, and high speed internet to use this service. A complete list of technical
requirements is available from the ProctorU website.

You should schedule your exams about a week before you are ready to take them in order to
avoid any additional charges.

Transcript Information

After you have completed this course, your grade will be filed with the Office of the University
Registrar. If a transcript is needed, it is your responsibility to make a request to the registrar. If
you would like to order a transcript, visit the Office of the University Registrar Transcript
Requests page to view your options
(http://sitesO1.Isu.edu/wp/registraroffice/student-services/transcript-request/).

Copyright

POLI 2060 INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL THEORY
Copyright © 2018 LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

Cory Sukala

Ph.D. Candidate

Department of Political Science
Louisiana State University

All rights reserved. No part of this material may be used or reproduced without written
permission of the LSU Continuing Education Distance Learning Programs. Created in the
United States of America.
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